WINFIELD TOWNSHIP, MONTCALM COUNTY
PLANNING COMMISSION MEETING
December 2, 2024

Called to Order - 6:31 PM by Ken Kool.
Pledge of Allegiance

Roll Call - Present: Derek Dickerson, George Hubbard, Ken Kool and Stacey Johns.
Absent: Julia Potratz

Motion to approve the agenda was made by Derek Dickerson, seconded by George Hubbard.
Motion passed unanimously.

Motion to approve the minutes of the October 7, 2024 Planning Commission meeting was
made by George Hubbard, seconded by Ken Kool. Motion passed unanimously.

Zoning Administrator, Dave Kelsey, reported on recent activity in the township. Six new permits
were issued, and two complaints were enforced.

New Business: None
Old Business:

Attorney Dave Eberle of Bloom & Sluggett presented the board with two different options to
consider pertaining to the future adoption of an updated Wind/Solar Ordinance. Mr. Eberle
asked for more direction from the board before he can move forward with a draft ordinance.

Motion was made by Derek Dickerson, seconded by Ken Kool, to instruct Bloom & Sluggett to
draft a new proposal using the existing Wind/Solar Ordinance, making only minor changes and
including an overlay district, for subsequent consideration by the Planning Commission. Motion
passed unanimously.

Brad Kortba of Williams & Works presented a survey that will be made available to all Winfield
Township residents for future use in updating the Master Plan. The QR code to access the
survey is being distributed with the winter tax bills. The survey will remain open thru January
31, 2025. After the survey closes, Mr. Kortba will create a report that compiles the data
collected from the responses.

Future meetings of the Winfield Township Planning Commission were set for February 24, 2025
and March 24, 2025. Both meetings will start at 6:30 PM.
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Public Comment — Opened by Ken Kool at 7:36 PM

Janice Holton expressed her desire to use a portion of her thirty-five acre parcel on Arbogast
Rd. for winter boat storage. She does not believe that the Zoning Ordinance currently
addresses that use in an Agricultural District and requested that the board consider adding
language to the ordinance that would allow it. Ms. Holton also asked if a Special Land Use
permit would be an option in this case.

John Black expressed concerns about amending the current Wind/Solar Ordinance. Mr. Black
asked if a question pertaining to Wind/Solar Energy could be incorporated into the survey and
stated that, to his knowledge, almost five thousand acres in Winfield Township is already
committed to leasing.

Ken Kool closed the Public Comment at 7:57 PM

Motion to Adjourn was made by Ken Kool, seconded by Stacey Johns. Motion passed
unanimously.

Adjourned - 7:58 PM by Ken Kool

Approved 2/24/2025

Stacey Yoteno

Winfield PC Secretary
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