WINFIELD TOWNSHIP
FEBRUARY BOARD MEETING

FEBRUARY 13™, 2025 7:00 PM
WINFIELD TOWNSHIP HALL

CALLTO ORDER AT 7:00 PM

ROLL CALL: Supervisor Ryan VanSolkema, Clerk CaroleSue Chase-
Stout, Treasurer Susan Majinska, Trustee Julia Potratz and Trustee
Theresa Bennett-Stratton.

e Motion to approve agenda by Chase-Stout, 2" by VanSolkema.
Allin Favor-Yes. Motion Passed.

o Motion to approve the 01/16/25 méeting minutes by
VanSolkema, 2™ by Potratz. All in favor-Yes. Motion Passed.

CLERK’S REPORT: We received a $75 rebate for our 3-year contract
with Republic Waste. :

TREASURER’S REPORT: Treasurer Majinska reports she will be in
the office from 9:00 am-5:00 pm on 02-28-25 to accept winter 2024
tax payments before they become delinquent on 03-01-25. She will
be paying disbursements out of the tax bank account late on Friday
the 28™, She is having the Deputy Treasurer put taxpayer contact
information into the computer. She will put a request for contact
information on the next tax bill. it will make it easier for them when
there is an issue with any tax payments. She reports doing research
on the BS & A cloud system so the Assessor and the Montcalm Co.
Treasurer can keep up to date. She will get an estimate and report




back. Majinska advises there is a Scholarship available for students
pursuing a career in Government.

ZONING ADMINISTRATOR’S REPORT: Dave Kelsey reports 3
permits were issued. He says that he enforces Blight.in certain
townships. Blight violations can be a misdemeanor so an attorney
can getinvolved. Supervisor VanSolkema shared that Montcalm
County’s new Prosecutor will not enforce a Blight violation at the
Township level therefore we as a Township will need to address a
new Blight ordinance and local enforcement.

PLANNING COMMISSIONER’S REPORT: Potratz reports they have
not met yet. The upcoming meetings are still scheduled for
02/24/25 and 03/24/25. She inquired about Blight ordinances to the
Zoning Administrator. Kelsey said that Cato Township has a good
one we should look at.

OLD BUSINESS:

e VanSolkema reports that we should have quotes from the road
commission in March for Elm and 15tin Amble. For the Cul-de-
sac on fecumsentrait W Suwanee Trl at Indian Lakes and
Masters Rd by Winfield Lake. The MCRC is offering to match
the $100,000 in funds we pay for road work. The Bailey and
Almy Rd project will cost approximately $200-250,000 and will
have to wait until more funds are available.

e Motion to add Deputy Treasurer Barbara Larsson & Deputy
Clerk Lynn Meyers to Mercantile Bank accounts by Potratz, 2"
by Bennett-Stratton. Allin favor-Yes. Motion Passed.

e Clerk’s Audit Results from Campbell Auditing: Suggested we
update our budget before fiscal year end.




Motion to pay checks and bills by Potratz, 2™ by VanSotkema.
Allin favor-Yes. Motion Passed.

NEW BUSINESS:

Board of Review: One new board member needed for the 3-
member board.

Motion to approve Partial Poverty Exemption Guidelines 2025
by VanSolkema, 2"¢ by Chase-Stout. All in favor-Yes. Motion
Passed.

Motion to approve Income & Asset Standards for Poverty
Exemption 2025 by VanSolkema, 2" by Potratz. All in favor-Yes.
Motion Passed.

Motion to approve Resolution to Adopt Alternate Start Dates
for March of 2025 by VanSolkema, 2™ by Majinska. All in favor-

"~ Yes. Motion Passed.

Motion to approve Resolution to Adopt taxpayer’s protest via
letter or email by VanSolkema, 2" by Chase-Stout. All in favor-
Yes. Motion Passed.

Motion to approve permit for Indian Lakes Fireworks for display
on 07/03/25 by Bennett-Stratton, 2" by VanSolkema. All in
Favor-Yes. Motion Passed.

Motion to approve Election Laptop purchases for $2,000 and
up to $400 for software upgrades for current election laptop for
backup (see if we can get any credit) by VanSolkema, 2" by
Majinska. All in favor-Yes. Roll call: Bennett-Stratton-Yes,
Majinska-Yes, Potratz-Yes, Chase-Stout-Yes, VanSolkema-Yes.
Motion Passed.




e Motion to approve Deputy Treasurer Laptop purchase for $899
by Bennett-Stratton, 2" by Majinska. All in Favor-Yes. Motion

Passed.
PUBLIC COMMENT: None

BOARD COMMENTS: Bennett-Stratton wants us to get more
information on Tiny House ordinances and the impact they would
have on our community. She would rather see residents living in
Tiny House’s than in campers.

¢ Motion to adjourn by Chase-Stout, 2" by VanSolkema. All in
favor-Yes. Motion Passed.

Approved at 03/13/25 Regular Board Meeting.
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