WINFIELD TOWNSHIP, MONTCALM COUNTY
PLANNING COMMISSION MEETING
March 24, 2025

Called to Order - 6:31 PM by Ken Kool.
Pledge of Allegiance

Roll Call - Present: Derek Dickerson, George Hubbard, Ken Kool and Stacey Johns.
Absent: Julia Potratz

Motion to approve the agenda was made by Hubbard, seconded by Johns. Motion passed
unanimously.

Motion to approve the minutes of the February 24, 2025 Planning Commission meeting was
made by Johns, seconded by Hubbard. Motion passed unanimously.

Zoning Administrator, Dave Kelsey, reported on recent Zoning activity in the township; two
applications for pole barns and one land division.

Township Supervisor, Ryan VanSolkema, provided an update from the Township Board. The
budget and project list for 2025 road improvements was recently approved. The board is also
considering adding a second driveway at the Township Hall to ease ingress/egress issues.

Old Business:

Attorney Dave Eberle of Bloom & Sluggett presented suggested changes to clean up the
language of the proposed Renewable Energy Ordinance. The intent is to create an
incompatible workable ordinance pertaining to wind, solar and battery storage.

Brad Kortba of Williams & Works presented data that was collected from the survey. Mr. Kortba
stated that approximately thirty (30) surveys were completed during the additional two (2)
weeks that the survey was left open. Data collected from residents will be used to update the
Master Plan.

New Business:

The board discussed removing the requirement of a continuous foundation from Section
3.07(E) of the Zoning Ordinance to allow for the construction of post frame dwellings.
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The topic of tiny homes was tabled due to time. Board members were asked to consider

requirements such as location, size, etc. for discussion at the next meeting of the Planning
Commission.

Public Comment — Opened by Ken Kool at 9:12 PM

Brent Hendricks expressed his support on changing the foundation requirements for single-
family dwellings to allow for barndominium style homes.

John Black questioned the Township Supervisor as to how often dirt roads were scheduled to
be brined this year. Mr. Black also said that he would like the opportunity to read the proposed
Renewable Energy Ordinance prior to a public hearing.

Ken Kool closed the Public Comment at 9:22 PM

Motion to Adjourn was made by Ken Kool, seconded by Stacey Johns. Motion passed
unanimously.

Adjourned - 9:24 PM by Ken Kool

Minutes Approved 4/21/2025

Stacey Yotus

Stacey Johns PC Secretary




