
WINFIELD TOWNSHIP, MONTCALM COUNTY 
PLANNING COMMISSION MEETING 

April 21, 2025 
 
 

Called to Order - 6:32 PM by Ken Kool. 

Pledge of Allegiance   

Roll Call - Present: Derek Dickerson, George Hubbard, Ken Kool, Julia Potratz and Stacey 

Johns.  Absent: None  

 

Motion to approve the agenda was made by Hubbard, seconded by Dickerson.  Motion passed 

unanimously.   

 

Motion to approve the minutes of the March 24, 2025 Planning Commission meeting was made 

by Hubbard, seconded by Dickerson.  Motion passed unanimously. 

 

Zoning Administrator, Dave Kelsey, reported on recent Zoning activity in the township including 

four approved permits: (1) new home, (1) land division, (1) land combination and (1) solar 

panels.  Mr. Kelsey also reported that he received (1) complaint about a fence installed without 

a permit. 

 

Liaison, Julia Potratz, provided an update from the Township Board.  The board is currently 

working on appointing a new Deputy Treasurer.  Grant opportunities, to assist with the 

maintenance of Township properties, are also being explored.  Ms. Potratz also stated that the 

board recently accepted an offer on the sale of the old Township Hall.   

 

New Business: None 

 

Old Business:  

 

Bloom & Sluggett continues to work on updating the language in the proposed Renewable 

Energy Ordinance.  Nothing new to discuss until the final language is received from attorney 

Dave Eberle. 

  

Brad Kortba of Williams & Works was unable to attend the meeting.  A worksheet, created by 

Mr. Kortba, was distributed to board members.  Members will work on creating goals and 

objectives to update the Master Plan, based on data collected in the resident survey. 

 

Ken Kool presented proposed changes to the language in Section 3.07(E) of the Zoning 

Ordinance to allow for the construction of post frame dwellings.  Motion made by Potratz, 
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seconded by Dickerson, to consult with Bloom & Sluggett for a professional opinion regarding 

the proposed update.  Motion passed unanimously. 

 

Discussion took place regarding tiny homes and accessory dwelling units (ADU).  Topics of 

interest include possible requirements pertaining to square footage, occupancy limits, and 

permitted locations.   

 

Public Comment – Opened by Ken Kool at 7:21 PM 

 

Brent Hendricks expressed his support on changing the foundation requirements for single-

family dwellings to allow for barn dominium style homes. Mr. Hendricks also stated that he was 

in favor of the Township allowing accessory dwelling units as an option for homeowners. 

 

Ken Kool closed the Public Comment at 7:33 PM 

 

Motion to Adjourn was made by Ken Kool, seconded by Stacey Johns.  Motion passed 

unanimously. 

                         

Adjourned – 7:34 PM by Ken Kool 

 
  

 

 APPROVED 5/19/2025 

Stacey Johns, PC Secretary  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


