TOWNSHIP BOARD

WINFIELD TOWNSHIP
MONTCALM COUNTY, MICHIGAN

(Ordinance No. 2025-6-1)
At a regular meeting of the Township Board for Winfield Township held at the Township Hall on
June 12, 2025, and commencing at 7:00 p.m., the following Ordinance was offered for adoption
by Township Board Member Majinska and was seconded by Township Board Member

VanSolkema:

AN ORDINANCE TO PROHIBIT BLIGHT, JUNK, AND LITTERING AND
TO PROVIDE PENALTIES FOR VIOLATION OF THE ORDINANCE.

THE TOWNSHIP OF WINFIELD (THE “TOWNSHIP”) ORDAINS:

Article 1. Adoption of Ordinance. Ordinance No. 25-6-1 is adopted to read in its entirety as
follows:

Section 1. Title.

This ordinance shall be known and may be cited as the “Winfield Township Blight, Junk, and
Littering Ordinance.”

Section 2. Purpose and Intent.
A. The purposes of this ordinance are as follows:

1. To reduce junk and rubbish and the accumulation of junk and rubbish throughout the
Township to the extent permissible under law.

2. To reduce littering, including failure to properly dispose of domestic animal feces,
throughout the Township to the extent possible under law.

B. It is the purpose of this ordinance to supplement state law providing for control of junk
yards, the regulation of junk, and the prohibition of littering. Nothing in this ordinance shall
be construed to abrogate or affect the authority of the state under any of the following:

1. 1966 PA 219, being MCL 252.201 et seq.

2. Sections 248 to 249 of the Michigan Motor Vehicle Code, being MCL 257.248 to
257.249.

3. Sections 8901 to 8907 of the Michigan Natural Resources and Environmental
Protection Act, being MCL 324.8901 to 324.8907.
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Section 3. Definitions.

Any word or term not defined herein shall have the meaning customarily assigned to it. For

purposes of this ordinance, certain words and terms used herein shall have the following meanings:

A.

DOMESTIC ANIMAL - an animal that has traditionally, through a long association with
humans, lived in a state of dependence upon humans or under the dominion and control of
humans and has been kept as a tame household pet, including but not limited to dogs and
cats.

FARM EQUIPMENT - machinery or equipment designed for or adapted for use in
agriculture, horticulture, livestock raising, forestry, grounds maintenance, lawn and garden,
construction, materials handling, and earth moving.

GARBAGE - the animal, fruit, or vegetable waste resulting from the handling, preparation,
cooking, and consumption of food.

JUNK - metal, wood, or any other material that is discarded, obsolete, or in such disrepair
so as to no longer be of practical use. Junk includes junk farm equipment, junk motor
vehicles, and junk recreational equipment.

JUNK FARM EQUIPMENT - farm equipment that (1) is discarded, ruined, wrecked,
dismantled, or nonoperational and (2) is not being put to a productive use; is an attractive
nuisance; is dangerous to the safety of persons or property; or contributes to the dilapidated,
unsafe, or unsightly condition of the property upon which it is located.

JUNK MOTOR VEHICLE - any of the following:

I. A motor vehicle that (1) is discarded, ruined, wrecked, dismantled, or
nonoperational and (2) is not being put to a productive use; is an attractive nuisance;
is dangerous to the safety of persons or property; or contributes to the dilapidated,
unsafe, or unsightly condition of the property upon which it is located.

2. A motor vehicle that by reason of dismantling, disrepair, or other cause is incapable
of being propelled under its own power.

3. A motor vehicle not licensed for use upon the highways of the State of Michigan
for a period in excess of thirty days.

JUNK RECREATIONAL EQUIPMENT - recreational equipment that (1) is discarded,
ruined, wrecked, dismantled, or nonoperational and (2) is not being put to a productive use;
is an attractive nuisance; is dangerous to the safety of persons or property; or contributes
to the dilapidated, unsafe, or unsightly condition of the property upon which it is located.
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H. MOTOR VEHICLE - a vehicle that is self-propelled or is designed to be self-propelled.
Examples of motor vehicles include, but are not limited to, cars, trucks, motorcycles,
motorhomes, and buses.

I.  PERSON - any individual, partnership, corporation, association, club, joint venture, estate,
trust, limited liability company, legal entity, or any other group or combination acting as a
unit, and the individuals constituting such group or unit.

J.  PUBLIC PROPERTY - any real property owned by the state or a political subdivision of
the state, including public streets, alleys, and rights of way.

K. RECREATIONAL EQUIPMENT - any motorized or nonmotorized vehicle, vessel, or
apparatus that is designed to transport individuals and/or items for recreational activities or
that 1s designed to serve as a temporary dwelling place while parked. Examples of
recreational equipment include, but are not limited to, utility trailers, camper trailers,
campers, motorhomes, boats, and personal watercraft.

L. RUBBISH - combustible and noncombustible waste materials, except garbage; the term
shall include the residue from the burning of wood, coal, coke and other combustible
materials, paper, rags, cartons, boxes, wood, excelsior, rubber, leather, tree branches, yard
trimmings, tin cans, metals, mineral matter, glass, crockery and dust, and other similar
materials.

Section 4. Regulations.

A. A person shall not knowingly, without the consent of the public authority having
supervision of public property or the owner of private property, dump, deposit, place,
throw, or leave, or cause or permit the dumping, depositing, placing, throwing, or leaving
of, garbage, rubbish, or junk on public or private property or water other than property
designated and set aside for such purposes.

B. Except as when properly authorized by a governmental authority having jurisdiction, no
person shall (1) store or accumulate garbage, rubbish, or junk upon property for which the
person is an owner, tenant, or lessee unless such garbage, rubbish, or junk is wholly
contained within a fully enclosed building or a completely walled enclosure or is otherwise
screened by natural objects, plantings, fences, or other appropriate means so as not to be
visible to public view or (2) permit the storage or accumulation of garbage, rubbish, or junk
upon property for which the person is an owner, tenant, lessee unless such garbage, rubbish,
or junk is wholly contained within a fully enclosed building or a completely walled
enclosure or is otherwise screened by natural objects, plantings, fences, or other appropriate
means so as not to be visible to public view.

C. No repairing, redesigning, modifying, or dismantling work or operation shall be allowed
upon any vehicle or parts thereof except pursuant to authority conferred by the state or
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Township under governing law, or upon any public property for a period in excess of 24
hours, or upon private property of a period in excess of one week, except such as shall be
accomplished within fully enclosed buildings or completely walled enclosures.

D. No person shall maintain, keep, or own any of the following:

1. A vacant dwelling, garage, or outbuilding, unless the vacant dwelling, garage, or
outbuilding is kept securely locked, windows kept glazed or neatly boarded up, and
otherwise protected to prevent entrance thereto by unauthorized persons.

2. Any structure or part of a structure that, because of fire, wind, other natural disaster, or
physical deterioration, is no longer habitable as a dwelling, if a dwelling, nor useful for
any other purpose for which it may have been intended.

3. Any partially completed structure, unless such structure is in the course of construction
in accordance with a valid and existing building permit issued by the Township.

4. Premises that are deteriorated, in a state of ill-repair, or decaying. In determining
whether a structure or building violates this subsection, conditions that may be
considered include but are not limited to the following: broken windows; window or
door screens that are torn or have jagged edges; lack of siding or exterior paint; missing
or boarded windows or doors; a collapsing or missing wall; a sagging or collapsed roof
or floor; siding that is seriously damaged or missing; fire damage; a foundation that is
seriously damaged or missing; a foundation that is structurally faulty; grass or weeds
over 12 inches in height; broken tree limbs or similar non-maintenance of the yard or
premises; or garbage, trash, or abandoned cars situated on the premises.

E. Unless otherwise authorized by the public authority having supervision of public property
or the owner of private property, a person having custody, charge, or control of any
domestic animal shall immediately remove and dispose of, in a sanitary manner, any feces
deposited by said animal on public property or private property.

Section 5. Penalties, Nuisance, Enforcement.

A. Municipal Civil Infraction. A violation of any provision of this Ordinance constitutes a
municipal civil infraction punishable by a fine of $500 in addition to any other costs
permitted by law.

B. Continuing Offenses. Each day for which a violation of this Ordinance continues
constitutes a separate offense and shall be subject to penalties or sanctions as a separate
offense.

C. Nuisance. A violation of this Ordinance is hereby declared to be a public nuisance. In
addition to any remedies available at law, the Township may bring an action for an
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injunction or other process against any person to restrain, prevent, or abate any violation
of this Ordinance.

D. Enforcement. The Montcalm County Sheriff, his deputies, and the Township Zoning
Administrator are hereby designated as the authorized officials to issue municipal civil
infractions for violations of this Ordinance.

E. Non-Exclusive Penalties. The prohibitions and penalties provided by this Ordinance shall
be in addition to, and not exclusive of, prohibitions, penalties, and remedies provided by
other applicable laws, rules, or regulations.

Article 2. Repealer. Any other ordinances in conflict with this Ordinance are, to the extent of such
conflict, hereby repealed.

Article 3. Savings Clause. The provisions of this Ordinance are severable. If any part of this
Ordinance is declared void or inoperable for any reason by a court of competent jurisdiction, such
declaration does not void any or render inoperable any other part or portion of this Ordinance.

Article 4. Effective Date. This Ordinance is effective upon the expiration of the 30th day
following its publication in the manner required by law.

The vote regarding the adoption of this Ordinance was as follows:

YEAS: Majinska, Chase-Stout, VanSolkema, Bennett-Stratton
NAYS: None
ABSENT/ABSTAIN: None

ORDINANCE DECLARED ADOPTED.

%an VanSolkema

Township Supervisor

CaroleSue Chase-Stout
Township Clerk
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CERTIFICATION

I hereby certify that the above is a true copy of an Ordinance adopted by the Winfield
Township Board at the date, time, and place as specified above, pursuant to the required statutory
procedures.

Respectfully submitted,

CaroleSue Chase-Stout
Township Clerk

Adopted: June 12, 2025
Published: June 18, 2025
Effective: June 19, 2025
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