WINFIELD TOWNSHIP
NOVEMBER BOARD MEETING
November 13th, 2025, 7:00 PM

WINFIELD TOWNSHIP HALL

CALL TO ORDER AT 7:00 PM
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

ROLL CALL: Ryan VanSolkema, CaroleSue Chase-Stout, Susan
Majinska, Theresa Bennett-Stratton, and Kenneth Ek are all present.

e Motion to approve November 13th, 2025, agenda removing the
Zoning Administrator’s report by Dave Kelsey, adding Pat Carr
from Lakeview District Fire Department and changing the PC
meeting to February 16" from February 23, by Chase-Stout,
2" by Ek. Allin Favor-Yes. Motion Passed.

Pat Carr: Lakeview District Fire Department:

Chief Pat Carr said that our fire contract is coming due for renewal
and wanted to know how we wanted to proceed. Did we want a
quote? VanSolkema replied yes. Carrreported that there were 35
fire runs in Winfield Township so farin 2025 for LDFD. He said that
the SEV and population are factored into calculating an estimate
and that they go hand in hand. Carr reported that he would put
together information for the Township Board. VanSolkema asked
about the rules in the parks since the County dissolved the County
Park Ordinance. Carr reported that each Park has its own set of
rules. Majinska asked if the County is managing the parks. Carr said



that not every park in the park is a county park. Chase-Stout asked
how he feels LDFD differs from Howard City Fire Department. Carr
said that he didn’t think it was a matter of differing. That LDFD had
HCFD’s blessing to be the primary in Winfield Township. With HCFD
backing LDFD up. Carr said this has been working well. He said the
last time they decided that LDFD would take the contract instead of
doing quotes. He said the last thing they need is any hard feelings
between the fire departments.

e Motion to approve October 9th, 2025, Board Meeting Minutes
by Majinska, 2" by Bennett-Stratton. All in Favor except Ek
abstains. Notin attendance at October 9", 2025 meeting.
Motion Passed.

CLERK’S REPORT: Chase-Stout reported that The November 4™,
2025 Election went well. With 256 voters including absentee
ballots. Thatis out of 1026 registered voters in the Tri County School
District. Chase-Stout thanked Deputy Clerk Lynn Meyers for the
excellent job she did working in the election. Chase-Stout didn’t
receive a 3" quote from one of the tree companies she met with.
She asked if the Township Board would like to table the Cemetery
tree quotes until the December Board meeting. The review of
guotes was tabled until the December 11", 2025, meeting. She
shared a report from Charter Cable about the Franchise payments
the Township receives.

TREASURER REPORT: Majinska shared the October, 2025 financial
report. She says that she is getting ready to send out the winter tax
bills. She will be meeting with Andy Ross, the Township Assessor,
tomorrow morning. He is making sure everything is all set to issue
the Winter tax bills. Majinska reported that Mercantile Bank is still



willing to donate $500 towards a new sign for the North side of the
Township Hall building. She has a quote from Viking Signs for $966
and would like to get the process started.

e Motion by VanSolkema to allot $500 for Viking Signs to pay for
the sign on the North side of the building with Mercantile bank
donating $500 towards it, 2" by Bennett-Stratton. Allin Favor-
Yes. Motion Passed. VanSolkema will let Viking Signs know
we approved it.

Majinska reported that she doesn’t feel itis a good idea to set it up
for taxpayers to make tax payments at the Bank. They would have to
be given our bank account number, cut off dates would be an issue,
processing would be an issue. She feels they have many options to

pay.

ZONING ADMINISTRATOR’S REPORT: VanSolkema gave the October

zoning permit report with 4 permits approved and 8 violations. The property
on Bailey Rd and one on Seneca Dr have both received 30-day extensions.

PLANNING COMMISSION REPORT: Bennett-Stratton reports that
the next Planning Commission meeting will be on February 16" at
6:30 PM.

OLD BUSINESS:

e Motion to adopt Energy Ordinance No. 2025-11-2 by Chase-
Stout, 2" by Ek. Allin Favor-Yes

Roll Call:
Majinska-Yes
Chase-Stout-Yes
VanSolkema-Yes



Bennett-Stratton-Yes
Ek-Yes

e Motion to adopt the Tiny Home Ordinance No. 2025-11-1 by
VanSolkema, 2" by Bennett-Stratton. All in Favor-Yes.

Roll Call:

Roll Call:
Majinska-Yes
Chase-Stout-Yes
VanSolkema-Yes
Bennett-Stratton-Yes
Ek-Yes

e Motion to approve the Master Plan draft and publish for the
required 63 days by Ek, 2"* by Bennett-Stratton. Allin Favor-
Yes. Motion Passed.

Roll Call Vote:
Majinska-Yes
Chase-Stout-Yes
VanSolkema-Yes
Bennett-Stratton-Yes
Ek-Yes

e Special Land Use Request:

Janice Holton is requesting an SLU for property on Arbogast for
Boat and RV Storage. Property is zoned Agricultural. Majinska
asked about insurance coverage. If she had enough coverage if
something were to happen. Does she have a contract renters
would sign? Will there be lighting? Holton replied that she
carries her own insurance. Ek asked if she would have the



renters show her their own policy for liability. Suggested she
do this. Holton verified there will not be a privacy fence. No
signs will be placed on the property. VanSolkema likes that
there is a timeline from Fall to Spring. Chase-Stout said that it
doesn’t meet the Zoning Ordinance requirements for
Agriculture nor a Home-Based Business under Special Land
Uses. It also doesn’t align with the Master Plan’s future of the
area. Request is tabled until December 11", 2025, after the
Township Attorney has a chance to look at the Zoning
Ordinance.

e Motion to approve new zoning fee schedule with a change to
Land Split/Combination to $75 by Ek, 2" by Bennett-Stratton.
Allin Favor-Yes. Motion Passed.

Roll Call Vote:
Majinska-Yes
Chase-Stout-Yes
VanSolkema-Yes
Bennett-Stratton-Yes
Ek-Yes

Rachel Porter: Dickerson-Whitsell Cemetery:

Porter reported that she and many volunteers have been cleaning up
the Cemetery and cleaning headstones. They have repaired and
painted the storage building. She reports that after a certain
number of years abandoned headstones can be returned to the
township and sold. Her family and others are interested in buying
plots in the Cemetery. She discussed how the Cemetery has been
neglected for many years and that she and many others including
her Family and many volunteers would like to see improvements
and general upkeep done. She reports that the gate is broken, there



IS no garbage can, other than the one she has put out there, the door
to the building needs to be repaired so it will shut. There are piles of
leaves and branches pushed up against the fences and have since
knocked them down. There is also no water. She discussed the
Grant that was supposed to go to a Cemetery project for headstones
but was changed to removing and trimming trees. She reports
spending out of pocket funds on the Cemetery and would like to see
the Township put funds into the Cemetery in the future.

e Motion to approve the checks and bills by Bennett-Statton, 2"
by VanSolkema. Allin favor-Yes. Motion Passed.

NEW BUSINESS:

PUBLIC COMMENT:

William Hicks: Mr. Hicks discussed the need for better upkeep of the
Dickerson-Whitsell Cemetery. He said it is a mess. He has been
volunteering in the Cemetery to improve it. He would like to see a
better Sexton and Landscaping company.

Genny Towne: Ms. Towne said that the Dickerson-Whitsell Cemetery
has been neglected for 40 years. And that the State of Michigan
mandates that the Township cares for it. She says that Maple Valley
Township has issues with the same landscaper’s crew.

Vicki VanSolkema: Mrs. VanSolkema said that the budget must
include both Cemeteries. Amble and Dickerson-Whitsell.



Elaine Rossman: Mrs. Rossman says that she’s been going out there
for many years. She commends Rachel and her family for all they
have done. She went to the Cemetery class that was put on. She said
the Township needs to plan for the Cemeteries in the future.

BOARD COMMENTS: Bennett-Stratton says we should consider
having groups of people go to the Cemeteries on Township cleanup
days and have dumpsters out there.

Motion to adjourn by Bennett-Stratton, 2" by Ek. All in Favor-Yes.
Motion Passed.

Approved at December 11", 2025 Board Meeting.

Signature: @MOL%A/CAM@—Smf

Email: clerk@winfieldtownship.org
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