WINFIELD TOWNSHIP
DECEMBER BOARD MEETING
December 11th, 2025, 7:00 PM

WINFIELD TOWNSHIP HALL

CALL TO ORDER AT 7:00 PM
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

ROLL CALL: Ryan VanSolkema, CaroleSue Chase-Stout, Susan Majinska, Theresa
Bennett-Stratton, and Kenneth Ek are all present.

e Motion to approve December 11th, 2025, agenda removing Janice Holton’s Special
Land Use permit request by withdrawal, by Chase-Stout, 2" by Ek. Allin Favor-Yes.
Motion Passed.

e Motion to approve November 13th, 2025, Board Meeting Minutes by Ek, 2" by
Majinska. All in Favor-Yes. Motion Passed.

CLERK'’S REPORT: Still working on quotes for Cemetery Trees. Working on getting
comparable quotes from each tree company. Bennett-Stratton suggested we mark the
trees and offered to assist.

TREASURER REPORT: Majinska shared the November 2025 financial report.
She is working with the Assessor and the Drain Commissioner on the Indian
Lakes assessment. There may be some discrepancies. Per VanSolkema the
assessmentis charged per plat number and not per parcel number. Majinska
would like to discuss tax fees in the future. She said that her Deputy will be
working at the office tomorrow from 9:00 AM until 4:00 PM.

ZONING ADMINISTRATOR’S REPORT: Kelsey reported that he went to court
for the blight ordinance violation on Bailey Rd and Johnson was given another

30 days to rectify the violation. There were 3 permits approved and 13 violations still
pending.



PLANNING COMMISSION REPORT: Bennett-Stratton reported that the next
Planning Commission meeting will be on February 16™ at 6:00 PM.

OLD BUSINESS:

Dave Eberle: Attorney

Attorney Eberle stated that regarding funding for fire and roads it is not a matter
of “if” we are going to fund them it is “how” we are going to fund them. His
intent is to discuss options and then have him explore more information on the
options we choose. There are options to put forth a voted millage, a levied
millage, or a special assessment for the roads. For fire we can do a voted
millage or a special assessment which is the most common amongst
townships.

Attorney Eberle said that we can add the cost of the special assessment into
the special assessment. A question is whether we can earn interest on the
funds while they are in the bank account before being disbursed. VanSolkema
stated that it is not sustainable to keep paying for fire and roads from the
general fund. Attorney Eberle will get the Township more information on a
Special Assessment for Fire. He said that itis not a good idea to do both fire
and roads in the same year. The process takes approximately 3-4 months
according to Attorney Eberle.

e Motion to approve the checks and bills by Ek, 2" by Bennett-Stratton. All
in favor-Yes. Motion Passed.
NEW BUSINESS:

PUBLIC COMMENT:

Rachel Porter wanted to share that Cindy Dodge from the MTA did a Cemetery consultation
for Maple Valley Township for $250. She feels it is worth checking into. She provided the
contact information. Porter said that she has ideas for a non-profit for the Cemetery and
would like to work with the Township to coordinate it. She has a donor who would pay for
the initial fees. It takes 3-4 months to se up. She would appreciate the Townships approval.
She would then be able to apply for grants for the Cemetery. Majinska asked about the
Amble Cemetery. Wondering about getting grants for that Cemetery. She also asked about



the headstones that were moved to the storage building at Dickerson-Whitsell. Chase-
Stout stated she approved that due to the fact they were being damaged further by the
elements and were going to be repaired.

VanSolkema stated that he is concerned that residents might be upset if there is not
someone working on Amble Cemetery. Bennett-Stratton said the fence needs to be fixed at
the Amble Cemetery. VanSolkema asked Porter to bring all her information to the January
meeting, and he will put her on the agenda. That this is public comment. Porter will
probably have to come to the February meeting due to surgery. Porter reported she was
able to get a new headstone for a Veteran, Danford Barton, through the VA.

Genny Towne wanted to know what happens to the money if we assess it for roads. Does it
go directly to the road commission? Or do we pay as we go?

BOARD COMMENTS: None

Motion to adjourn by Bennett-Stratton, 2" by Ek. All in Favor-Yes. Motion
Passed.

Approved at the January 8", 2026 Winfield Township Board meeting.

signature: CaroleSue Chase—Stout

CaroleSue Chase-Stout (Jan 10, 2026 13:30:20 EST)

Email: clerk@winfieldtownship.org
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