WINFIELD TOWNSHIP
JANUARY BOARD MEETING
JANUARY 8™, 2026, 7:00 PM
WINFIELD TOWNSHIP HALL

CALL TO ORDER AT 7:00 PM
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

ROLL CALL: Ryan VanSolkema, CaroleSue Chase-Stout, Susan Majinska,
Theresa Bennett-Stratton, and Kenneth Ek are all present.

e Motion to approve January 8™, 2026 Agenda by Chase-Stout, 2" by
Theresa Bennett-Stratton. Allin Favor-Yes. Motion Passed.

e Motion to approve December 11", 2025 Board Meeting Minutes by Ek,
2" by VanSolkema. All in Favor-Yes. Motion Passed.

CLERK’S REPORT: Chase-Stout reported that she has several quotes for
the tree removal/trimming at the Cemeteries. Bennett-Stratton would,
however, like to get up to 15 quotes and get quotes for not grinding some of
the stumps closer to the edge of the fence. She would like to see them left 2-3
feet high so people would be able to sit on them. The board agreed that 15
was too many quotes, but Chase-Stout would get amounts from the Tree
Companies on how much we would save by not grinding out 2-3 stumps.

TREASURER REPORT: Majinska shared the December 2025 financial report.
$909,495.37 will be disbursed from the tax account. She stated that she is
currently in the office on Wednesdays from 6:00 PM to 8:00 PM and may add
another evening and maybe a Saturday.



PLANNING COMMISSION REPORT: VanSolkema reported that the next
Planning Commission meeting will be on February 16™ at 6:00 PM.

Deanna Riggleman: Tamarack District Library

Library Director Riggleman said that they were able to knock 4 more years off
the debt bond, bringing the date it will be paid off to 2032. She said their
annual usage is 3,046 registered users with 43,029 library visits for the 24-25
fiscal year. She stated that library card holders not only can check out books,
but they can also check out items such as kayaks, sporting equipment, and
blow-up movie screens. Everything is listed on the library website.

ZONING ADMINISTRATOR’S REPORT: Dave Kelsey reported 3 permits
approved for December of 2025. Also, 3 tickets were issued in December of
2025. There are also 9 outstanding tickets per Kelsey. The Johnson case on
Bailey Rd has been dismissed by the Judge. Kelsey reported that he will have
to start the process all over again. Kelsey said that there were 45 total permits
issued in 2025. 1 was a wind and solar permit. VanSolkema stated that he
received Kelsey’s request and it would be looked at during budget time in June
of 2026.

OLD BUSINESS:

Pat Carr: Fire Chief & Dan Kain: Chief Officer-LFD

Carr gave a history of how Winfield Township contracted with
Lakeview Fire District when they were having issues with Amble Fire
Department. Lakeview gives money for mutual aid fire services to
Howard City. Carr stated that LFD has approximately 25 personnel
at Lakeview station and approximately 25 personnel at Maple Valley
station. LFD has 2 Engines less than 5 years old with 2 Engines for
back up, 2 brand new Tender Trucks, an Airboat, an Extrication truck
and 2 sets of equipment. Said 3 brush Trucks. 18 Trucks/Vehicles
total. All personnel are trained inice rescue. He stated he doesn’t



want to get in a bidding war with a neighboring Fire Department. It
justisn’t right. Howard City is automatically called for mutual aid.
He stated that Cato, Pine, Maple Valley, and Hinton Townships all
pay a Mill for Fire Services. But he is willing to work on our budget.
He said we should let him know what we can afford.

Motion to extend Planning Commission members Ken Kool and Stacey
Johns’ terms to 2028 by VanSolkema, 2" by Bennett-Stratton. Allin
Favor-Yes. Motion Passed.

Motion to extend Zoning Board of appeals member Dave Meyers term to
2028 by VanSolkema, 2" by Bennett-Strattton. Allin Favor-Yes. Motion
Passed.

Motion to approve VanSolkema’s appointment of Melissa Walker to the
Board of Review for a 2-year term by VanSolkema, 2" by Ek. All in Favor-
Yes. Motion Passed.

Motion to approve the checks and bills by Ek, 2" by Bennett-Stratton. All
in favor-Yes. Motion Passed.

NEW BUSINESS:

Motion to accept Resolution for Poverty Exemptions (Income & Asset) by
VanSolkema, 2" by Bennett-Stratton. Allin Favor-Yes. Motion Passed.

Motion to accept Resolution for Partial Poverty Exemptions by Chase-
Stout, 2" by Majinska. Allin Favor-Yes. Motion Passed.

Motion to accept Resolution for Taxpayers Right to Protest by
VanSolkema, 2" by Ek. Allin Favor-Yes. Motion Passed.

Motion to accept Resolution for Alternate Start Dates by Bennett-
Stratton, 2" by Majinska. All in Favor-Yes. Motion Passed.



PUBLIC COMMENT:

Dave Meyers-Stated all the stumps at the cemetery should be ground down and
not left at all. He is for staying with the Lakeview Fire District and likes having
multiple townships responding. He stated he is not in favor of a road
assessment. The Governor has promised to fix the roads so don’t ask the
people to do it. Bennett-Stratton responded that the State is not helping so we
must help ourselves.

Jill Sipp-Walters-Stated that she favors staying with the Lakeview Fire
Department. And, that the tree companies are not going to do just part of a tree.
They are going to want to do the whole thing including grind the stump.

Genny Towne-Stated that she doesn’t know how we can go wrong assessing up
to 3 mills. The roads have been neglected for a while. She said if there is a way

to put aroad tax on and fix the road, do it. She also stated that the stumps need
to go. The tree roots will die and create ruts.

BOARD COMMENTS: None

Motion to adjourn by Bennett-Stratton, 2" by VanSolkema. All in
Favor-Yes. Motion Passed.

Approved at February 19", 2026 Board Meeting.

CaroleSue Chase-Stout-Clerk

signature: CaroleSue Chase—Stou

CaroleSue Chase-Stout (Feb 25, 2026 11:40:30 EST)

Email: clerk@winfieldtownship.org
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