
 

 

 WINFIELD TOWNSHIP 
APRIL BOARD MEETING 
APRIL 9TH, 2026, 7:00 PM 

WINFIELD TOWNSHIP HALL 
 
 

CALL TO ORDER AT 7:00 PM 
 
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
 
ROLL CALL: Ryan VanSolkema, CaroleSue Chase-Stout, Susan Majinska, 
Theresa Bennett-Stratton, and Kenneth Ek are Present.   
 

• Motion to approve April 9th, 2026, Agenda by Chase-Stout, 2nd by 
Bennett-Stratton.   All in Favor-Yes.  Motion Passed.   

 
• Motion to approve March 12th,  2026, Board Meeting Minutes with 

changing chloride treatments from 3 to 2 by Chase-Stout,  2nd by 
Bennett-Stratton. All in Favor-Yes. Motion Passed.   

 
CLERK’S REPORT: Chase-Stout reported that there is a Cemetery cleanup 
day on April 26th at the Amble Cemetery with a rain date of May 3rd.  She said 
that volunteers are needed.  She advised that the Planning Commission needs 
to speak to the Attorney and put a Moratorium in place for Data Centers and 
Battery Storage Centers until a Zoning Ordinance can be written and 
approved.     
 
TREASURER REPORT: Majinska shared the March 2026 financial report.  She 
stated that she moved some funds from the General Fund Operating account 
to the General Fund Money Market.  In the past we have kept $40,000 in 
working capital in the GF Money Market, and she will be moving more funds to 
keep it near that amount stated Majinska.   
 



 

 

ZONING ADMINISTRATOR’S REPORT: Dave Kelsey reported 3 new 
permits. He is still working on 4 violation cases. 
  
PLANNING COMMISSION REPORT: VanSolkema stated that the 
next meeting is on May 18th, 2026, at 6:30pm. 
  
  
 
OLD BUSINESS: 
 

• Motion to enter closed session per Section 8(1)(h) of the Open 
Meetings Act, MCL 15.268 (1)(h) to discuss privileged and 
confidential written communication from the Township’s 
Attorney DTD March 25th, 2026, by VanSolkema, 2nd by Ek.   
 

Roll Call Vote: 
 
Majinska-YES 
Chase-Stout-YES 
VanSolkema-YES 
Bennett-Stratton-YES 
Ek-YES 
 
All in Favor-Yes.  Motion Passed. 
 

• Motion to return to General Meeting Session by VanSolkema, 
2nd by Chase-Stout. All in Favor-Yes. Motion Passed.  

 
• Motion to table Fire Contract 2026-2036 revisions by 

VanSolkema, 2nd by Majinska. All in Favor-Yes.  Motion Passed.    
 



 

 

• Motion to spend an additional $91,075 on other road projects 
for a total of $133,155 total by VanSolkema. Motion FAILED.  
No 2nd to Motion.  

 
• Motion to approve the checks and bills by Ek, 2nd by 

VanSolkema.  All in favor-Yes.  Motion Passed.   
 

NEW BUSINESS: 
 

• Clerk’s Audit 2026:  Chase-Stout reports that she is looking at 
doing the Audit in September between Elections.  She is also 
looking at Sara Krantz of Lake Michigan CPA.  Chase-Stout to get 
quotes for the audit.   
 

 
 

PUBLIC COMMENT: 
 
Lori Brinks: Asked if her issues with her neighbor should be nuisances 
by now. Still having issues.  She said that he turned her in now. 
 
Bob Stevens:  Said that Lori Brinks violates his personal rights and 
that he does not crush cars. 
 
Gregg Johnson:  Said he received a $600 ticket in his mailbox.  Said 
whatever he does to try to clean up his property is not good enough.   
 
Delores Johnson:  Says the board is out to get them.  Said their stuff 
has been there for 60 years.  
 
Rachel Porter:  Advised that the Friends of Dickerson-Whitsell and 
Amble Cemeteries is officially a non-profit.  She has changed the 
Face Book page.  She said there is a headstone cleaning day in May 



 

 

along with the cleanup day in April for Amble Cemetery.  Asked if the 
board has decided on anything with maintenance duties?  Reported 
that the last burial at Dickerson-Whitsell looked like a construction 
site.  Neighbors are complaining about the stumps, leaves and 
garbage being dumped on their property.  Asked for 1 tree a year even 
be removed.  A little money at least.   
 
Janice Holton:  Said she volunteers with Rachel at the Cemeteries.  
She said it looks beautiful at the Cemeteries.   
 
John Black:  Asked if the Board has any problem with the citizens 
fixing the water at the Cemeteries.  Also, said that the new millages 
would cost the farmers $1500-$2000 for annual taxes.   
 
Genny Towne:  Stated that the problem in Winfield Township is that 
no one pays attention to the headstones.   
 
BOARD COMMENTS:  Majinska said that the public comments help 
the board. 
 
Motion to adjourn by VanSolkema, 2nd by Bennett-Stratton.  All in 
Favor-Yes.  Motion Passed.   
 
Approved at May 14th, 2026 Board Meeting. 
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