
 

 

 WINFIELD TOWNSHIP 
MARCH BOARD MEETING 

MARCH 12TH, 2026, 7:00 PM 
WINFIELD TOWNSHIP HALL 

 
 

CALL TO ORDER AT 7:00 PM 
 
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
 
ROLL CALL: Ryan VanSolkema, CaroleSue Chase-Stout, Susan Majinska, 
Theresa Bennett-Stratton present, and Kenneth Ek is absent.   
 

 Motion to approve March 12th, 2026, Agenda by Bennett-Stratton, 2nd by 
Chase-Stout.   All in Favor-Yes.  Motion Passed.   

 
 Motion to approve February 19th, 2026, Board Meeting Minutes with 

name corrections and change “he” to “she” by VanSolkema, 2nd by 
Bennett-Stratton. All in Favor-Yes. Motion Passed.   

 
CLERK’S REPORT: Chase-Stout reported that she may be able to get a 
camera grant for elections.  She also said that we will be looking at replacing 
the 2 election tabulators coming up soon for approximately $15,000 she was 
advised.  There may or may not be a grant for that.   
 
TREASURER REPORT: Majinska shared the February 2026 financial report.  
She said that she will be doing another tax fund disbursement. She said we 
are sitting ok, but we need another revenue check to come in.    
 
ZONING ADMINISTRATOR’S REPORT: Dave Kelsey reported 1 new 
permit for removing/rebuilding a sunroom. He is still working on 6 
violation cases and will give another ticket on 03/23/2026.   
  



 

 

PLANNING COMMISSION REPORT: Bennett-Stratton said that 
there is nothing to report and VanSolkema stated that the next 
meeting is on May 18th, 2026, at 6:30pm. 
  
  
 
OLD BUSINESS: 
 

 VanSolkema met with Howard City Fire Department and the 
Lakeview District Fire Department regarding the upcoming fire 
contract. He read out loud the current contract with LDFD.  He 
stated that the contract has an auto renewal feature that if 
neither party gives written notice by January 1st, 2026, the 
contract automatically renews for 10 more years at $40,000 for 
the first year increasing $2,000 every year capping out at 
$50,000.  Bennett-Stratton said she wants to split the Township 
between HCFD and LDFD.  VanSolkema stated he discussed 
splitting with HCFD and LDFD and Chief Pat Carr would be 
willing to forgo the contract.   

 
 Chief Carr said he spoke to Morley Fire Department about 

renewing mutual aid to cover the NE corner of the NW 
quadrant.  Lakeview would cover 3 quadrants with HCFD 
covering 1 quadrant.  He stated that they would want the 
Township to get ½ mills up to $60,000.  He reported that Cato 
Township pays LDFD $118,000 for fire services with LDFD.  
Chase-Stout asked if HCFD agreed to automatically have 
Lakeview dispatched out for mutual aid.  Chief Carr responded 
that it is up to HCFD. Chief Carr to give the Township a written 
quote.   

 



 

 

 2026 road quotes from MCRC:  VanSolkema reported that the 
Road Commission would not be providing a match this year.  
He said that Chloride applications are necessary.   

 
 Motion to do 2 applications of Chloride and put a final top 

coating on Masters Road by VanSolkema, 2nd by Bennett-
Stratton.  All in Favor-Yes. 

 
Roll Call Vote: 
 
Majinska-Yes 
Chase-Stout-Yes 
VanSolkema-Yes 
Bennett-Stratton-Yes 
Ek-Yes 
 
Motion Passed. 
 

 Motion to have the Attorney work on .50 Mill Assessment for 
fire services by Chase-Stout, 2nd by Bennett-Stratton. All in 
Favor-Yes. 

 
Roll Call Vote: 
 
Majinska-Yes 
Chase-Stout-Yes 
VanSolkema-Yes 
Bennett-Stratton-Yes 
Ek-Yes 
 
Motion Passed. 
 



 

 

 Motion to have the Attorney work on .50 Mill Assessment for 
roads by VanSolkema, 2nd by Bennett-Stratton, All in Favor-Yes. 

 
Roll Call Vote: 
 
Majinska-Yes 
Chase-Stout-Yes 
VanSolkema-Yes 
Bennett-Stratton-Yes 
Ek-Yes 
 

 Budget Workshop to be held on April 29th, 2026, at 6:30pm. 
 
 Motion to approve the checks and bills by Chase-Stout, 2nd by 

Majinska.  All in favor-Yes.  Motion Passed.   
 

NEW BUSINESS: 
 

 
PUBLIC COMMENT: 
 
Chief Carr handed to VanSolkema a written oƯer for fire services. 
 
Genny Towne stated that it seems like you would want someone else 
to look at checks and bills. 
 
Lori Brinks said that she lives next door to the illegal junk yard and 
would like something done about it. 
 
Dave Meyers said that we cannot keep up with the roads.  He asked if 
we need to go to the County meetings.  VanSolkema replied that the 
State messed up with the gas tax proceeds.  
 



 

 

Genny Towne said that other Townships have road millages.   
 
Motion to adjourn by Bennett-Stratton, 2nd by VanSolkema.  All in 
Favor-Yes.  Motion Passed.   
 
 
 
BOARD COMMENTS: None 

 
 
Motion to adjourn by VanSolkema, 2nd by Bennett-Stratton. All in 
Favor-Yes.  Motion Passed.   
 
 
Approved April 9th 2026 Township Board Meeting  
 
CLERK        


