
 WINFIELD TOWNSHIP 
MAY BOARD MEETING 

May 14TH, 2026, 7:00 PM 
WINFIELD TOWNSHIP HALL 

 
 

CALL TO ORDER AT 7:00 PM 
 
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
 
ROLL CALL: Ryan VanSolkema, CaroleSue Chase-Stout, Susan 
Majinska, Theresa Bennett-Stratton, and Kenneth Ek all present .   
 

• Motion to approve May 14th, 2026, Agenda with changing the 
Road Millage funding to .75 from .50 by Bennett-Stratton, 2nd by 
Ek.   All in Favor-Yes.  Motion Passed.   

 
• Motion to approve April 9th, 2026, Board Meeting Minutes by 

Majinska, 2nd by Ek. All in Favor-Yes. Motion Passed.   
 
CLERK’S REPORT: Chase-Stout reported that we have elections 
coming up in August and November.   
 
TREASURER REPORT: Majinska shared the April 2026 financial 
report.  She said that we have some checks that have not cleared in 
the General Fund Operating account.  She went on to talk about the 
Public Safety revenue sharing distribution reporting that we received 
$1,419 instead of the $4,800 previously quoted with higher crime 
statistics in 2022-23.  The distribution we received was based on 
crime statistics in 2023-24.   
 



ZONING ADMINISTRATOR’S REPORT: Dave Kelsey reported 8 new 
permits issued in April of 2026. He also has 4 violations he is 
currently working on. 
  
PLANNING COMMISSION REPORT: Next meeting is on May 18th, 
2026, at 6:30pm. 
  
  
 
OLD BUSINESS: 
 

• Attorney Dave Eberle:   
Eberle explained a millage vs. a special assessment.  He 
explained that a special assessment is not a tax and the steps 
to carry out a Fire special assessment.  He said that we would 
want enough mills to cover the greatest amount of a Fire 
contract.  He said we would be requesting .75 mills on the 
November 3rd, 2026, ballot, and it would be levied on the 
December 2026 tax rolls. He explained the process for the 
Road millage.  VanSolkema asked if we could wait until the 
following tax bill to levy the tax for the Road Millage.  Eberle 
said we could.   

 
• Motion to approve Resolution No. 2026-5-1, A resolution of 

intent to create a special assessment district and levy a 
special assessment for fire services and to direct the 
preparation of plans and cost estimates of providing the fire, 
services to be defrayed by special assessment by VanSolkema, 
2nd by Bennett-Stratton.  All in Favor-Yes.  Motion Passed.  

 
• Motion to approve $91,075 of added road projects by 

VanSolkema, 2nd by Chase-Stout.   
 



Roll Call Vote: 
 
Majinska-YES 
Chase-Stout-YES 
VanSolkema-YES 
Bennett-Stratton-YES 
Ek-YES 
 
Motion Passed. 

 
• Clerk’s Audit:  Chase-Stout reports that she is working on 3 

quotes. 
 

•  Motion to approve Resolution 2026-5-2, Winfield Township 
Resolution to establish a policy regarding the accessibility of 
the Township Assessor to Township Taxpayers by Bennett-
Stratton, 2nd by VanSolkema.   
 
Roll Call Vote: 
 
Majinska-YES 
Chase-Stout-YES 
VanSolkema-YES 
Bennett-Stratton-YES 
Ek-YES 

 
Motion Passed. 
 

• Motion to approve Resolution No. 2026-5-3, Resolution to 
Approve Non-Sufficient Funds fee by VanSolkema, 2nd by Ek. 

 
Roll Call Vote: 
 



Majinska-YES 
Chase-Stout-YES 
VanSolkema-YES 
Bennett-Stratton-YES 
Ek-YES 
 

• Motion to approve Resolution No. 2026-5-4, Resolution to 
Impose 3% Late Penalty Charge on Property Tax Collections by 
Chase-Stout, 2nd by VanSolkema.   

 
Roll Call Vote: 
 
Majinska-YES 
Chase-Stout-YES 
VanSolkema-YES 
Bennett-Stratton-YES 
Ek-YES 

 
• Motion to approve the checks and bills by VanSolkema, 2nd by 

Majinska.  All in favor-Yes.  Motion Passed.   
 

NEW BUSINESS: 
 

• Motion to approve Budget Hearing scheduled for the next 
regular meeting on June 11th, 2026, by VanSolkema, 2nd by Ek.  
All in Favor-Yes. Motion Passed.   
 

• Motion to accept 2025-26 Budget as proposed by Bennett-
Stratton, 2nd by Ek. 

 
Roll Call Vote: 
 



Majinska-YES 
Chase-Stout-YES 
VanSolkema-YES 
Bennett-Stratton-YES 
Ek-YES 
 
 
 

 
 

PUBLIC COMMENT: 
 
Attorney Ed Sternisha-Introduced himself as a candidate for Judge in 
Montcalm County on the ballot at the upcoming Election.   
 
Rachel Porter- Advised she is drafting a memorandum of 
understanding between the township and the Friends of Dickerson 
and Amble Cemeteries.  She asked if they could paint the doors of 
the building and VanSolkema stated-yes.   
 
Jamie Snyder-Asked where we stand with the Fire stuff.  She also 
asked why we were not doing a road assessment. 
 
Pat Carr- Stated that he has been coming to meetings since 
November.  The Fire contract ends June 1st.  He said that he has 
been attending meetings regularly trying to get a resolution.  He said 
Lakeview Fire has gone above and beyond.  He said there is a lack of 
communication that is very disrespectful of them.   
He wanted to know what the contract pay is upcoming. 
 
VanSolkema referred to the quote that Carr provided.  And the 
contract that the Township is currently in.  He said we are working on 
getting the assessment to go through.   



 
 
 
 
 
 
BOARD COMMENTS: None 
 
Motion to adjourn by VanSolkema, 2nd by Ek.  All in Favor-Yes.  Motion 
Passed.   
 
Minutes approved at June 11th, 2026 Board Meeting.  
 
 
 

 
 
 
 


		2026-06-25T10:56:09-0400
	CaroleSue Chase-Stout




